
 

For thought before the service ... 
Those things which arise from sinful discontent – not being 
content with what the LORD gives us – strangely enough, also 
result from sinful contentment or complacency – being content 

with what the world gives us. 

Bible Readings 
Esther 3:8 – 5:3 

Hymns 
Supplement 66 – This day our Saviour conquered death 

Trinity 396 – I was a wandering sheep 
Trinity 552 – O Jesus I have promised 

Trinity 471 – Christian, seek not yet repose 

Worship today is led by David Hodges 

Looking ahead … 
Today  13:30 Congregation Meeting 

Wednesday 22 January 19:45 Prayer Meeting (Graeme Hulls) 

Sunday 26 January  09:45 Prayer for the Lord’s Day 
  10:30 Public Worship (Ken Dean)  
  17:30 Fellowship Tea & Hymn Singing (Deans’) 

Sunday 2 February   Public Worship (Greg Fox) 
   Lord’s Supper 
   Bible Study & Sunday School 
     

Sermon Notes 

Discontent vs Sinful Contentment 
 

Introduction 
King Ahasuerus had been tricked by Haman to agree to a plot to 
destroy his queen’s people, the Jews.  Esther, his queen, was initially 
content with her lot and did not, or would not, see the very real danger 
to her people and herself.  At first she was self satisfied, or complacent, 
but was then stirred into action. 

 
1. The causes of sinful complacency 

Complacency, or sinful contentment, occurs when we do not believe 
that a dangerous situation will arise, or that it won’t affect “me”, or that 
our position, or good deeds, will protect us; or we convince ourselves 
there is plenty of time to prepare later.  But to both converted and 
unconverted, there is very real danger. (Romans 3:23 and 6:23, and Matthew 
24;24) 

 
2. Some effects of complacency 

Complacency begets more complacency.  It can spoil what is good, 
distort our view of reality, spoil our witness as ambassadors for Christ, 
make us unthankful and cause us to oppose God.  It is a great evil and 
an affront to the LORD, and it will leave us defenceless against the 
devil’s wiles. 

 
3. Some cures for complacency 

What turned Esther around? *She saw the reality of the danger, *she 
was challenged to stir up her faith, *she prayed to the LORD, and *she 
acted. 

 
4. The results of godly discontent 

Complacency covers our sin from view, but does nothing about it. 
Godly discontent will bring it to light.  Then, and only then, can we deal 
with it, be liberated from its effects and help others to do so too.  This is 
a continuing business.  Through Esther, “many became Jews” – may the 
Lord use us that many may come to know Christ. 

 
A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep – so shall your 
poverty come upon you like a prowler, and your need like an armed man.  
                  Proverbs 6:10 
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Welcome to this service of worship.   
We pray for God’s blessings as we praise and serve Him today. 

Please join us for tea & coffee after the service. 

Please take a Welcome card for more information about the church. Presbyterian Reformed Church Maroondah Inc – A0049333Z 
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19 January 2014 

Prayer 9:45 

Worship Service 10:30 

 

 

I have learned 
in whatever 
state I am,  

to be  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Philippians 4:11  

 


