
For thought before the service 
If faith produce no works, I see,  
That faith is not a living tree.  
Thus faith and works together grow;  
No separate life they e'er can know:  
They're soul and body, hand and heart:  
What God hath joined, let no man part. 

From “Dan and Jane” by  Hannah More (1745-1833) 
Poet, and friend of William Wilberforce. 

 

Bible Readings 
Genesis 22: 1-12 
James 2:14-26 

 

Hymns 
Trinity 12  -  Exalt the Lord, His praise proclaim 

Trinity 689  -  One day when heaven was filled with His praises 
Trinity 722  -  Sing them over again to me 
Trinity 538  -  Saviour, Thy dying love 

Worship today is led by David Hodges  

Looking ahead … 
Today   Congregation Meeting 

Wednesday 16 October 19:45  Prayer Meeting 

Sunday 20 October  09:45 Prayer for the Lord’s Day 
  10:30 Public Worship (Barry Gregor)  

25 & 26 October   Presbytery Meeting (Adelaide) 

Sunday 27 October   Public Worship (Dan Gregor)  

Sunday 3 November  Public Worship (Jonno Wright)  
   Lord’s Supper 
   Wright Outback – Camooweal mission work 

 

Sermon Notes 

Justified by … what? 
James 2:14-26 

Introduction 
In Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, Hebrews and other books we read that 
salvation is by grace through faith – believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Then in 
James, we come to, “You see then that a man is justified by works and not by 
faith only.  Is this a glaring contradiction?  Was James wrong?  Did he and Paul 
write opposing views?  

The answer is NO.  Let us see why. 
 

1.  Questions (verses 14 - 17) 
Verse 14 does not say, “… if a man has faith but does not have works”, but “… 
if a man says (claims) he has faith …”.  In Romans Paul spends 11 chapters on 
doctrinal matters, much on justification by faith alone, but goes on to beseech 
believers to do things.  Paul was addressing Judaizers, James antinomians. 

 

2.  Objections (verses 18, 19) 
Doesn’t James say, or imply, that some are saved by faith, others by works?  
Not at all.  He says that “faith” cannot be seen.  (Love is like that too, and the 
wind.)  All three can only be seen by results. 

 

3.  Answers (verses 20 – 26) 
“Do you want proof of this?” is the sense of verse 20, and in the remaining verses 
James uses Abraham and Rahab as his examples.  How do we know that 
Abraham had faith?  Because of his willing obedience in the case of Isaac on Mt 
Moriah – his actions revealed his faith.  In v23 James deliberately quotes 
Genesis 15:6 which records events years before Mt Moriah!  There’s no 
suggestion that Abraham’s actions on Mt Moriah are what saved Abraham.  

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.   

                          Ephesians 2:8,9  
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Welcome to this service of worship.   
We pray for God’s blessings as we praise and serve Him today. 

Please join us for tea & coffee after the service. 

Please take a Welcome card for more information about the church. Presbyterian Reformed Church Maroondah Inc – A0049333Z 

Cover photo – Lake and garden, Cowra Japanese Garden, NSW 

How should the 
Sabbath be spent? 

In prayer and 
praise,  

in hearing and 
reading  

God’s Word,  
in resting,  

and in doing good 
to our fellow men.  

Isaiah 58:13 
  

13 October 2013 

Prayer 9:45 

Worship Service 10:30 

Catechism for Young Children Q.90 

 


